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where they picked up lumps of pold which they
sometimes used as ornaments or "to play with*"
Fire, she said, was kindled hy twirling a stick
between ilu* hands, the pointed end resting upon a
piece of wood upon which had been placed tinder
made of pulverised dried leaves.
Pointing to my beard, I asked if she had ever seen
such a thinj: amnntf the Auca men, She assured me
she had ami added that all three of the headmen she
had known wore beards like mine, but that none of
the ordinary men had them.
Her parents had told her thai her tribe had come
originally from farther down the Amazon Valley to
the east and that an elderly curaca had stated that
once the members of the tribe had worn some sort of
garmentvS which for some unexplained reason had
been wholly discarded,
Owing to the fact, that Junna spoke very poor
Spanish and that even Castillo had difficulty in
understanding her> it was not easy to obtain very
detailed accounts of her people and her girlhood,
She was very childish and light-hearted, although
nearly forty years of age when I talked with her, She
giggled most of the time, and at first appeared
greatly ashamed of the fact that she was an Auca.
In fact, she had almost completely forgotten her own
language and could only give me a few words,
among which were: Inkimo (egg), Nainke (sun),
Ukabo (head), and Hopa (water).